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WILPF LOOKS 


ELECTION PICTURE 


Platform Committees 


By EvizaABETH WEIDEMAN 


Chicago 
In the luxurious Mayfair Room of 
the Blackstone Hotel in Chicago, the 
Platform and Resolutions Committee of 
the Democratic National Convention 
met, August 6-11, 1956. There were two 
delegates from each state on the Com- 
mittee: the District of Columbia. Puerto 
Rico, Hawaii, Alaska .the Virgin Islands 
and the Canal Zone were also repre- 
sented. 


Chairman of the whole Committee was 
Rep. John W. McCormack (Mass.). 
Democratic floor leader in the House. 
A lean man, with a long lock of white 
hair falling over one of his keen eyes. 
he was succeedingly gracious. expansive. 
indifferent, or condemnatory, depending 
on his personal view of the testimony 
heing presented. A newspaper stated he 
was selected for his abilities at concilia- 
tion and forceful leadership. His con- 
ciliatory talents were not in evidence on 
this occasion and his forceful leadership 
consisted principally in wielding a heavy 
gavel when he disagreed with the 
speaker. 

Thirty-nine organizations and_ indi- 
viduals were scheduled to be heard on 
foreign policy. They presented opinions 
ranging from those espoused by a_re- 
tired Air Force general, representing 
FOR AMERICA, to our own plea for 
support of the UN and its agencies, for 
the advance of human rights everywhere. 
and for universal, total. disarmament. 

Former Senator William Benton 
warned that a “cold war of the class- 
room” is now on; that as nations have 
given up “butter for guns” so Russia 
sacrificed “meat for education.” He 
emphasized that no scientists or en- 
gineers are drafted by the armed forces 
in the U.S. S. R. He advocated that the 
U.S. provide at least 100,000 scholar- 
ships in engineering. science. and tech- 
nology. He stated with great conviction 
that the McCarran Immigration Act 
does us “grievous harm all over the 
world.” 


When half a dozen representatives of 
organizations concerned with the inde- 
pendence of “captive satellite” nations 


(Cont. on p. 3. col. 1) 


AT THE 


By Witma J. OsTRANDER 


San Francisco 

The set-up in San Francisco was dif- 
ferent from Chicago. The Platform Com- 
mittee was divided into ten sub-com- 
mittees. each conducting hearings on 
different planks. Since these hearings 
were held simultaneously, it was impos- 
sible to attend them all. I presented 
testimony prepared by our National 
Legislative Committee before the sub- 
committees on Foreign Policy and Civil 
Rights. 

On August 15, hearings began at the 
Sheraton-Palace Hotel. Former Assistant 
Secretary of State Thurston Morton was 
Chairman of the Sub-Committee on For- 
eign Policy, on which sat five women 
and five men. Several witnesses. notably 
representatives of Polish-American and 
Ukrainian groups. advocated a_ plank 
demanding action toward the liberation 
of “captive” nations. The president of 
the U. S. Chamber of Commerce, the 
national commander of AMVETS and 
others were heard. At no time was there 
any comment by members of the sub- 
committee; they seemed to listen in a 
most perfunctory manner. 


Prof. Owen Chamberlain of the Uni- 
versity of California. speaking for the 
Federation of American Scientists, and 
representatives of several other organi- 
zations. argued for abolition of nuclear 
tests. The San Francisco Examiner re- 
ported: 

“Mrs. Wilma J. Ostrander. Chairman 
of the San Francisco Branch of the 
Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom, supported that proposal 
and spoke in favor of world disarma- 
ment and admission of Red China to the 
United Nations.” 

Our testimony was also mentioned in 
a CBS local broadcast on August 16: 
these are the only comments I know of. 

Senator Everett M. Dirksen (IIl.) was 
chairman of the Civil Rights Sub-Com- 
mittee. Here the members were four 
women and four men, one of whom rep- 
resented Hawaii. Commenting on the 
proposed Democratic civil rights plank. 
Dirksen said. “There will be no such 
serpentine weaseling in our platform.” 


(Cont, on page 3. col. 2) 


then he 
showed 

four lights 
when he 
wished them 
to set full 
sail and 
follow in 

his wake. 
—Magellan. 
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Hear WILPF Witnesses The Two Party Platforms 


By Bess CAMERON 
National Board, WILPF 


A minor feature of the political life 
of the United States is the writing every 
four years of the political platforms by 
the two major parties. Few, if any, 
voters study the platforms before decid- 
ing how they will cast their ballots. 
Nevertheless the platforms of the Re- 
publican and Democratic parties unani- 
mously passed in August of this year 
do show something of what they will 
agree to say (if not what they will 
agree to do). 


Analysis of the two platforms in the 
light of WILPF principles and policies 
shows them to be curiously similar— 
written for the world of yesterday and 
not for the four years to come. Neither 
platform shows any realization that the 
foreseeable future includes atomic reac- 
tors in dozens of nations and ultimate 
weapons (intercontinental ballistic mis- 
siles with atomic warheads) in the hands 
of more technically advanced nations. 


World Affairs 


Although both platforms speak of 
peace (the Republican more than the 
Democrat) but both imply that most 
of the United States’ budget will still 
go to support the goal of world military 
supremacy. The Republicans claim they 
have been instrumental in obtaining it: 
“We have the strongest striking force 
in the world.” The Democrats promise 
they will give us even more of it: “We 
stand for strong defense forces sv 
clearly superior in modern weapons to 
those of any possible enemy that our 
armed strength will make an attack 
upon the free world unthinkable and 
thus be a major force for world peace.” 

Both platforms call for much more 
“civil defense” as if real defense of our 
cities in event of a hydrogen bomb war 
were possible. 

Neither party platform presents any 
significant program for disarmament. 
The Republicans mention it only in 
passing. complimenting the President on 
“his determined resistance to disarma- 
ment without effective inspection.” The 
Democrats insist on enforceable inspec- 
tion as a prerequisite. Neither party 
gives as much consideration to this 
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problem as to that of conserving our 
wild-life. 

Both platforms relegate the United 
Nations to a minor and almost unmen- 
tioned role. (Both oppose changed rep- 
resentation for China.) Neither plat- 
form considers seriously the non-mili- 
tary aspects of foreign policy exempli- 
fied by the specialized agencies of the 
United Nations or deals with the unde- 
niable fact that “economic crises and 
despair often drive people to the reme- 
dies offered by totalitarianism while 
economic and social welfare provides 
greater opportunity to develop demo- 
cratic institutions.” (WILPF, 1956.) 


To the WILPF reader both platforms 
are chauvinistic and nationalistic. They 
are sprinkled liberally with phrases 
showing concern for the American busi- 
ness man. the American farmer. the 
American worker, but the welfare and 
living conditions of other people in the 
world re-eive little attention (save as 
these people belong to political units 
which are either “for” or “against” 
us). Even concern for Americans is sei 
by both parties in a system of values 
which places military might at the pin- 
nacle. Young Americans should have 
more technical education (to invent 
more deadly weapons). Health and edu- 
cation should be improved (to make 
more able fighting men), etc. 


Domestic Issues 


As between the Republican and _ the 
Democratic Parties, there are consider- 
able differences in stress on domestic 
issues. Democrats still emphasize more 
than the Republicans many of the “New 
Deal” principles of concern with the 
problems of old age, economic security 
and the health. housing and education 
of the American people. But since the 
Democrats promise even more military 
expenditure than the Republicans (and 
neither party suggests raising taxes), it 
is difficult to see where funds for this 
shining domestic life will come from. 


On the question of civil rights. neither 
party has a frank. forthright statement 
pledging the executive branch of the 
government to enforce the law of the 
land. Enforcement of the law is. in both 
platforms. called “use of force and 
violence” and condemned. Neither party 
pledges the service of the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s office and the F. B. [. to the appre- 
hension and prosecution of those who 
commit the crime of opposing desegre- 
vation. 


Both platforms have their share of 
“weasel words.” The Republican plat- 
form states: “We shall continue vigor- 
ously to support the United Nations.” 
(If the Republican support for the 
United Nations has been vigorous. what 
would weak support be?) The Demo- 


LABOR AND THE COMING ELECTION 


By BoNNIE SLATER 


Mrs. Slater is Past President of the Ohio 
State WILPF Branch, which acted as hostess 
branch to the 1956 Annual Meeting at Oberlin. 


The fact that a voter is also a union 
member does not automatically forecast 
his vote in the election, since unions do 
not control the vote of members and 
political action committees are non-par- 
tisan. What they do is try to instil in 
the union member a sense of his re- 
sponsibility as a voter, ana encourage 
him to express his needs—particuiar! 
his socio-economic needs—through the 
medium of the political party and the 
ballot. 

The union member, as well as any 
other voter, is influenced by the condi- 
tions in the country at the time of an 
election. For instance, the vote for 
President Roosevelt was high even be- 
fore the Political Action Committee of 
the CIO was organized. At the present 
time. high wages and increased fringe 
berefits are a reflection of prosperity 
and boom conditions, which tend to 
strengthen the Republican Party. 

The Republican weakness. however. 
lies in the failure to act effectively on 
problems of education, health and hous- 
ing. the minimum wage and social se- 
curity, and regional unemployment— 
matters of great concern to organized 
labor. Even with President Eisenhower’s 
unmistakable common touch and_ his 
great personal popularity. some labor 
unions have already declared themselves 
in favor of the Democrats. On Septem- 
ber 13 the General Board of the AFL- 
CIO. meeting in Chicago and represent- 
ing 15 million members, cast a majority 
vote endorsing the Democratic ticket. 
Each week brings news of still other en- 
dorsements. This is due in part to the 
Taft-Hartley Act which all of organized 
labor opposes. The Ohio CIO News of 


August 24 reminded its readers that as 


a Congressman and a member of the 
House Education and Labor Committee 
in L954 Vice President Nixon helped 
write the Taft-Hartley Act —a fact which 
the present’ Undersecretary of Labor 
Larson would like labor to forget. He 
said. “A lot of what labor and others 
held against him (Nixon) is a part of 
his past... he’s older now his 
thinking has changed.” (Interview in 
the Reporter.) 


“We unequivocally advocate repeal 
of the Taft-Hartley Act. The Act must 
he repealed because State right-to-work 
laws have their genesis in its discrimina- 
tory anti-labor provisions.” (Democraiic 
Platform.) 

“The Administration will revise and 
improve the Taft-Hartley Act so as to 
protect: more effectively the rights ef 
labor unions, management, the individ- 
ual worker, and the public.” (Repub- 
lican Platform.) 


It is interesting to note that the popu- 
lation center of unionism has shifted 
westward. The East North Central Re- 
gion—lIllinois, Indiana, Michigan. Ohio 
and = Wisconsin—shows more — union 
members than any other region. I 
also has the highest degree of organiza- 
tion. In Utah. where union membership 
has doubled in the last 15 years. Gov- 
ernor J. Bracken Lee. who signed a 
Right-to-Work Bill. was cefeated in the 
primary. And the most effective Demo- 
cratic organization in the country is in 
Michigan where the United Automobile 
Workers are politically active. 


Whether tkese things presage a high 
vote for the Democratic Party. or 
whether the Republican slogan of 
“Peace, Prosperity and Progress” and 
the record of the last four years will 
encourage the voter to retain the present 
Republican Administration remains to 
be seen. 


cratic platform states: “We will continue 
our efforts to eradicate discrimination 
based on race, religion or national 
origin.” Both platforms support also the 
principle of the self-determination of 
nations, but neither of them menticns 
Okinawa, and the Republican platform 
points with pride to the “liberation of 
Guatemala from Kremlin control.” 


But are there not differences between 
the major parties which make it possible 
for a WILPF voter to choose between 
them? There are differences, of course. 
but as we all know, the differences are 
to be found between the factions within 
the parties and not between the written 
documents unanimously passed as party 
platforms. (And these differences are 
outside the scope of this article.) Sig- 
nificant election judgments cannot be 
based on differences in platform word- 
ing. Perhaps we should ask ourselves 
which party will be the most subject to 
popular pressure for disarmament 
(which we can help create)? Which 
candidate will have the greater foresight 
and vision? What pledges will be made 
by candidates within the course of the 
campaign? 


We can anticipate that both President 
Eisenhower and Mr. Stevenson will, in 
their public pronouncements. have much 
more hopeful and positive programs to 
offer than either party platform gives us. 


Election Reminder 

If you have not already done so, 
hasten to make plans with others to 
interview your candidates for Congress 
using the WILPF questionnaire printed 
in the June Four Lights. If you have 
none, write the Philadelphia Literature 
Office, 2006 Walnut St.. for copies of 
WILPF planks and flyers on Disarma- 
ment and Civil Rights to leave with the 
candidates after your interview. Ask 
also for a copy of the Voting Records of 
the last Congress (10c) on selected im- 
portant issues. For further suggestions 
on use of the questionnaire and report 
forms, write the WILPF Legislative 
Office, 124 Second St... N.E.. Washing- 
ton 2. D. C. Don’t forget to mail a 
report on your interview to the WILPF 
Legislative Office. 


New Legislative Committee 

A new WILPF committee to assist the 
Legislative Secretary in carrying out the 
wishes of the Policy Commitee and the 
National Board, recently authorized by 
the latter body. consists of Catherine 
Senf, Chairman, Kathryn Clift, Bertha 
McNeill. Dorothy Robinson, and Sylvia 
Wubnig. This committee prepared the 
testimony given by our representatives 
before the platform committees of the 
Democratic and Republic National Con- 
ventions. 
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Chicago 
(Cont. from page 1) 

urged action through negotiation in the 
UN. Chairman McCormack took the 
opportunity to assert his own personal 
animosity toward the “Reds.” and_ to 
enumerate their crimes against human- 
ity! He spoke of Eisenhower “cozying 
up to Moscow” and “fraternizing with 
the Kremlin.” 

Great discourtesy was shown to a 
brace of witnesses who favored “taking 
Israel out of American politics.” thus 
presaging Democratic emphasis on Re- 
publican “bungling” in the Middle East. 

Former Ambassador to Holland, 
Stanley Hornbeck, speaking for the 
Committee of One Million Against the 
Admission of Red China to the UN, 
gave an impassioned diatribe against 
“that China.” and was assured by Mc- 
Cormack that a resolution to that effect 
had passed both houses of Congress 
unanimously. It is interesting to note 
that the only publicity the testimony of 
the WILPF received was in recognition 
of our stand on this issue! The Chicago 
Daily News reported: 

“A plea for admission of Communist 
China to the United Nations was made 
by Mrs. Frederick G. Weideman of the 
Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom, an organization founded 
by Jane Addams, Chicago social worker. 
‘China should not be allowed to remain 
beyond the pale of the world commun- 
ity and its law,” she told the delegates.” 
We of the WILPF were alone in our 
opinion that one-fourth of the world’s 
people are entitled to UN representation, 
as we were alone for forty years in urg- 
ing that the nations disarm. 

Our friends in the American Assn. 
for the UN, United World Federalists. 
Nat’L Council of Churches. ADA, Cam- 
paign for World Gov't.. Consultative 
Peace Council (represented by Wini- 
fred Healy of our Chicago Branch), re- 
peatedly stressed the absolute neces%ty 
of the UN in the atomic age. They. 
too, urge support of the UN Technical 
Assistance Program and the Special UN 
Fund for Economic Development. 


One of the strongest affirmations of 
the need for a new approach in diplo- 
macy was made by noted economist Rob- 
ert Nathan of the ADA, who deplored 
Mr. Dulles’ addiction to “pactomania.” 

“We should demilitarize our foreign 
aid programs, and make available in 
fuller measure our know-how and cap- 
ital to underdeveloped countries in need 
of assistance.” averred Mr. Nathan. 

His opinions were listened to with 
attention: he was questioned with real 
deference; and his replies were received 
with evident sympathy. 

The WILPF testimony incorporated 
all of the resolutions passed at the An- 
nual Meeting in Oberlin and this com- 
prehensive statement was prepared by 
our new Legislative Committee. I was 
inceed proud to present our principles 
and program, and am happy to report 
that it was courteously and attentively 
received. There is no doubt, though, that 
if we represented 100,000 women, our 
recommendations would command far 
more consideration. 

When we appear before the 1960 
Convention Committee. we could speak 
for 20,000. We believe in our policies— 
all each of us needs to do is convince 
one person each year that she believes 
in them, too! Let’s put peace into 
politics! 


San Francisco 

(Cont. from page 1) 
But after the hearings, he was quoted in 
the press as saying he could not predict 
whether the Republicans would “go fur- 
ther” than the Democrats on civil rights. 

A. Philip Randolph, president of the 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, 
presented a strong plea for upholding 
the Supreme Court’s ruling against seg- 
regation in public schools: 

“We urge and recommend,” he said, 
“the rejection of the doctrines of grad- 
ualism, middle of the roadism and mod- 
eration as offering no hope or assurance 
of liberation from the menace of segre- 
gation.” 

Others urged, as we did, increased 
immigration quotas, the discarding of 
loyalty oaths as offensive to the Amer- 
ican people, and the reaffirmation of the 
rights of freedom of thought, speech and 
assembly. Here again there were no 
comments by the members of the sub- 
committee. 

After reading my testimony, I dis- 
tributed copies to Committee members 
and Mrs. Ernest Giddings of the D. C. 
Branch gave copies to the press. We 
tried to reach all Platform and Resolu- 
tions Committee members but found it 
difficult since they all retired to meet 
toegther in private session after the 
hearings. Outside interviews with the 
delegates were practically impossible to 
obtain and representatives of the Friends 
Committee on Legislation and the Lead- 
ership Conference on Civil Rights did 
not stay for the Convention, considering 
further endeavor useless. 


Annalee Stewart, National Legislative Secre- 
tary, was in England attending the WILPF 
International Congress, then visited branches 
in Berlin and Munich, Germany. She cut short 
her time spent abroad and flew home in order 
to reach Chicago on time for the opening of 
the Convention. Mrs. Stewart, who was well 
known to many of the delegates, comments: 
“It was a valuable experience contacting mem- 
bers of the Reso'ution Committee to follow up 
the presentation of Elizabeth Weideman in 
the hearings.” 


New Membership Goals Set 


Delegates to our Annual Meeting ex- 
pressed great concern over our present 
membership level. As a result the Na- 
tional Finance and Membership Com- 
mittee has set up a three-year plan to 
double our membership by 1959. 

This month each Branch Chairman 
will receive a copy of a Plan for Mem- 
bership Enrollment, with definite goals 
for each year and “helpful hints” for 
attaining them. October, the beginning 
of our membership year, has been des- 
ignated Membership Enrollment Month, 
though of course follow-up work will 
continue throughout the year. So get 
your plans under way. 

Mrs. Sally Newmark, a Pennsylvania 
member of the National Finance and 
Membership Committee, is taking re- 
sponsibility for this all-important work 
of building membership. Jane Addams 
Branch members will be receiving sug- 
gestions from Mrs. Ruth Freeman, their 
president. 

Everyone will have to pull together to 
make this plan a great success. The 
strength of the WILPF is in its mem- 
bers; let’s strengthen the WILPF 
throughout the country! 

Elizabeth Tolles, Chairman 
National Finance and 
Membershin Committee 


A British WiLer Views the 
U. S. Election Scene 


By PuyLLis TILLER 


Mrs. Tiller is President and founder of the 
Childwall, England, Branch of the WILPF. 
She attended the International Congress in 
Birmingham, England, this year and has re- 
cently been on a speaking tour in this country. 
In addition to her devoted work for the 
WILPF she is a Magistrate in the City of 
Liverpool. (The office of Magistrate is given 
only to persens of high standing in the com- 
munity and is greatly respected.) Mrs. Tiller 
is well known for her voluntary social service 
and has been accorded some honor for her 
work in this field. 


Although election day is only about 
one month off, to the observer of the 
American scene there seems to be litt'+ 
sign of election fevc. 
yet. Undoubtedly 
this is not due to 
apathy, since one is 
aware that there is 
a virile democracy 
at work with all its 
pulls and_ stresses. 

However, it is difh- 
cult for the foreigner to discover and 
define the differences between the two 
parties. It would seem that on foreign 
policy the Republicans and Democrats 
agree on the major issues. (This is also 
true of the two main political parties 
in England—the Conservatives and La- 
bor.) On domestic policy the Democrats 
seem to be in favor of more “socializa- 
tion” (control by the Federal Govern- 
ment) while the Republicans appear to 
favor an even more vigorous policy of 
free enterprise. 

Mr. Eisenhower is well liked and 
trusted in England. We feel he knows 
and understands our problems and his 
obvious sincerity and kindly personality 
endears him to us. However, I think 
perhaps Mr. John Foster Dulles is not 
so highly thought of. In view of Mr. 
Eisenhower's health record we feel in 
England that the choice of a Vice Presi- 
dent is of great importance. Since Mr. 
Nixon is an unknown quantity to us, 
there is a certain amount of apprehen- 
sion on that account. 

Mr. Stevenson is respected for his 
thoughtful intelligent approach to for- 
eign affairs and | don’t think the British 
people will be upset if the victory goes 
to the Democrats. 

It is recognized that the American 
elections are of world-wide importance 
mainly because of the dominant role of 
the United States in world affairs. It is 
unlikely that any big decision in the 
international field will be taken during 
election year and probably for some 
time after it. This hiatus in foreign pol- 
icy seems a little unfortunate. coming as 
it does at such regular and frequent 
intervals. 

The eyes of the world are on the 
American political field, with the hope 
that this nation will bring wisdom to 
bear in its role of leader of the free 
peoples in their search for peace. 


TODAY THE WORLD DISARMS: 


Recordings of the broadcast Today the 
World Disarms are stiil not available. 
Before ordering, the Cleveland Branch 
must know how many branches are in- 
terested in having them, as the price 
will depend entirely on the number 
ordered. Write the Literature Office if 
you are interested. The mimeographed 
serint *s available at 20¢ ner copy. 


United Nations Preview 
By CarouineE MALIN 
U. S. Section Observer to the UN 


Events in the Middle East will over- 
shadow the United Nations Assembly 
when it opens November 12. Three 
newly independent countries are read) 
to be admitted to membership, bringing 
the number of Afro-Asian countries to 
27. It is now clear that the hatred of 
colonialism and the nationalist spirit 
surging through this part of the world 
leaves little basis for direct negotiations 
with the colonial powers. 

Algeria, Cyprus. the Suez Canal prob- 
lem, and the Arab-Israeli conflict must 
be viewed as part of the pattern of 
world development, not isolated events 
that can be settled quickly. The United 
Nations must work on the long term 
settlements so that the social revolution 
may keep in step with the political de- 
velopments. Through the Middle East 
people are stirring with hope of raising 
their living standards. improving their 
health and education. The Technical 
Assistance programs and Specialized 
Agencies must meet these needs along 
with large scale economic development 
projects. 

We are gratified that both the Repub- 
lican and Democratic platforms give 
strong support for the United Nations. 
While they both opposed the admission 
of Communist China, which probably 
means it will not be brought up in the 
Assembly for another year. it does show 
the interest and concern of the American 
people for the United Nations. 


Caroline Malin is now the U. S. 
Section Observer to the United 
Nations. Branches should write to 
her abovt visits to the UN. Ad- 
dress: Mrs. Patrick Malin. 305 
West 18th St.. New York 11, N. Y. 
Orlie Pell is the new chairman of 
our Committee on the United Na- 
tions. Address: 27 East 4th St.. 
New York 28. N. Y. 


Did You Know? 


@ Mrs. Elsa Zeuthen, Copenhagen. 
Denmark, is the new International Presi- 
dent of the WILPF. She was formerly 
President of the Danish Section, which 
has the largest membership of any 
WILPF Section. 

@ Lucy Carner (WILPF National 
Vice-President) has just returned from 
an exciting. if sobering, stay in Chicago. 
She and Clarence Pickett. of the Amer- 
ican Friends Service Committee, had 
gone there to search for a solution te 
the interracial tension which has fo- 
cused on housing. 

@ Emily Simon, Chairman of the Na- 
tional Policy Committee and member 
of the International Executive, is now 
International Vice President. 


® Gertrude Baer. WILPF International 
Representative on the UN Status of 
Women Commission, will represent the 
International WILPF at a Seminar on 
Women and Labor to be held in Mos- 
cow in September. Miss Baer is the 
author of a study which was made sev- 
eral years ago of the positions held by 
women in the various UN bodies. The 
WILPF has accepted the offer of hos- 
pitality from its Soviet hosts, although 
it is assuming responsibility for travel- 
ling expenses of its representative. 


On the Suez Crisis 


(Text of a message sent to John Foster 
Dulles, Secretary of State, by the National 
Executive Committee of the WILPF, Septem- 
ber 20, 1956.) 


We address you with a deep sense of 
concern over the developments in the 
very grave problem of the Suez Canal. 

We regret the belligerent manner in 
which Mr. Nasser precipitately an- 
nounced the nationalization of the Canal 
and Egypt’s discriminating practice 
in the use of the Canal. We believe, 
however, that threats of force or eco- 
nomic boycotts will produce only suf- 
fering and will not lead to any solution. 

We regret the manner in which the 
London Conference which proposed 
international controls was called and 
held. We have no confidence that the 
present conference called to establish an 
Association of Users will offer any more 
satisfactory solution. 

Since 1947 our organization has 
asked for the internationalization of the 
important waterways. We do not support 
any limited internationalization imposed 
by force against the will of the nation 
in whose country the waterway lies. We 
believe that such a course of action is 
both immoral and unrealistic. 

Although belatedly, we urge that the 
question of the Suez Canal be brought 
before the United Nations. We believe 
that the way in which this case is 
brought before the United Nations is of 
great importance. Since France and 
Britain, who are members of the Secur- 
ity Council are also disputants in the 
case, it is urgent that Egypt should be 
invited to be there. 

We urge that the issue be considered 
as a hasis of seeking a solution satisfac- 
tory to all sides ard that it should not 
be discusse.! on the basis of charges or 
counterckarges. 

We recommend that the Security 
Covncil be encouraged to set up an In- 
ternational Supervisory Group carefully 
selected and acceptable to both sides. 
While recognizing that Egypt quite 
legitimately owns the Canal we suggest 
that the purpose of such an International 
Supervisory Group should be to guaran- 
lee that (1) the Canal is kept open to 
all users, (2) the old stockholders are 
compensated. (3) that the operation of 
the Canal should be kept effective. If 
questions still remain concerning any 
of the legal aspects of the Convention of 
1888 they can be taken to the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice for clarification 
and arbitration. 


Letter to the Editor 


The measure of a democratic govern- 
ment is its ability to survive crises of 
all types without sacrificing its demo- 
cratic principles. In the struggle against 
the practice of discrimination our gov- 
ernment is facing one such crisis today. 
as the forces opposing desegregation 
organize to defy the Supreme Court rul- 
ings. With the existence of the United 
Nations, world opinion muust inevitably 
inflence our national policy. Now is the 
time for our government to exercise its 
influence locally, nationally, and inter- 
nationally if we are to uphold the princi- 
ples of equality set forth in our Bill of 
Rights. The eyes of the world are on 
America in the coming election. If we 
are to keep the faith of nations the world 
over, it is high time to begin to practice 
what we preach. 

Robena Coleman 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ltherature Corner 
WILPF. ENGAGEMENT CALENDAR 


for 1957: There has already been con- 
siderable enthusiasmi.expressed for the 
new calendar, described in detail in the 
July FOUR LIGHTS. Have you ordered 
yours yet? To encourage bulk pur- 
chases, the calendars are being offered 
at the rate of $25.00 for a bundle of 25. 
A branch which purchases a bundle may 
then sell each calendar at the set rate 
of $1.25 for each, which will assure an 
easy profit to the branch of $6.25 for 
each 25 calendars. Order your first 
bundle now; each branch member will 
want one for her own use. In a few 
weeks you will be ready to order an- 
other bundle for gifts, prizes, ete. And 
just before Christmas you will want 
another 25 for your members’ and 
friends’ holiday gift-giving. In this easy 
fashion you will add dollars to your 
branch treasury, your members will 
own an attractive, useful and inspiring 
calendar, the problem of the small. alli- 
occasion gift will be solved. and the 
WILPF name will be placed before 
countless persors for year-round refer- 
ence. Single copies: $1.25: five for 
$5.75; 25 for $25.00 


CHRISTMAS CARDS: The Minneapolis 
Branch again offers Christmas Cards for 
sale. This year there is a gay snow scene. 
a delicate pirk card with seasonal design 
in gold and a ble card with red Christ- 
mas symbols. Proceeds go to the Na- 
tional WILPF. so send 50¢ in coin or 
stamps for a sample kit to: Josephine T. 
Cantieny. 5124 Nicollet: Ave.. Minne- 
apolis 19. Minnesota. 


HYBRID TEA ROSES for PLANT- 
ING OR CHRISTMAS GIFTS: Order 
your roses from the Philadelphia County 
Branch: proceeds go to the National 
WILPF. PEACE ROSE-—$2.50 each: 
three for $6.60 if sent to one address. A 
service charge of 25c on orders less than 
$5.00. A SPECIAL COMBINATION 
OFFER is being made to the WILPF 
branches — Peace Rose (golden to 
cream. pink along the petal edges): 
Happiness (brilliant red): Symphonie 
(pink. fragant)—all three for $5.70. 
Send orders with check to Mrs. George 
H. Stewart. 7034 Greene St.. Phila. 19. 
ra: 


STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MAN- 
AGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION RE- 
QUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS 
OF AUGUST 24, 1912, AS AMENDED 
BY THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, 1933, AND 
JULY 2, 1946 (Title 39, United States Code, 
Section 233) OF FOUR LIOHTS, PUB- 
LISHED MONTHLY, EXCLUDING AU- 
GUST AND SEPTEMBER, AT 30th ST. 
POST OFFICE, PHILADELPHIA, PA., 
FOR JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1957, 
EXCEPT AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER. 

1, The names and addresses of the publisher, 
editor, managing editor and business managers are: 

Publisner: Women's International League for 

Peace and Freedom, National Literature Depart- 

ment, 2006 Walnut St., Phila. 3, Pa. Managing 

editor, Mrs. Josephine Lipton, 2006 Walnut St., 

Phila. 3, Pa. Business manager: None. 

2. The owner is Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom, Literature Department, 

2006 Walnut St., Phila. 3, Pa. 


3. That known bondholders, mortgagees, and 
other security holders owning or holding 1 per 
cent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, 
or other securities are: None. 


4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases where 
the stockholder or security holder appears upon the 
books of the company as trustee or in any other 
fiduciary relation, the name of the person or cor- 
poration for whom such trustee is acting; also the 
statements in the two paragraphs show the affiant's 
full knowledge and belief as to the circumstances 
and conditions under which stockholders and secur- 
ity holders who co not appear upon the books of 
the company as trustees, hold stock and securities 
in a capacity other than that of a bona fide owner. 

MILDRED SCOTT OLMSTED, 
National Administrative Secretary. 
ag ard subscribed before me this 
irst day of Octohey,1956.¢ 
UKatheritté Ryva,~ Notary t public. 
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